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and the evidence to which complete credence can be given
is so slight that no judgment can be formed on it with
confidence.
The testimony on which the Templars were condemned
and the Order was abolished would not satisfy the least
exacting of modern juries; but a modern jury is not the
criterion.   The main charges against the brethren were the
denial of Christ, indecent kisses, homosexuality, idolatry and
receiving absolution from the Grand Master and other chiefs
of the Order.    Almost every Templar strenuously denied
the worship of idols.   Those who had seen or had heard of
an idol were confused and contradictory in their descriptions.
Some said it was a cat, others swore that it was a human head;
some said it was about the size of a man, others that it was
less than a foot in height} the head was reported to be of
gold, of silver, and of wood; it had four legs, it had two
legs5 it had no eyes, it had carbuncles for eyes, it had eyes
which shone strangely; it was red, it was blue, it was multi-
coloured.    A number of witnesses are stated to have testified
that the Temple in France had only a single idol, which
was taken from chapter to chapter; and, if so, the dis-
crepancies in its description are highly suspicious.    Most wit-
nesses who admitted knowledge of idolatry, however, claimed
that the Temple possessed many idols.    It is incredible that,
if there were a number of idols, all of them could have
disappeared so conveniently, especially as the arrest of the
brethren and the seizure of their property took place secretly
and on the same day in several countries.    The most careful
search was made for signs of idolatry and both Philip and
Clement would have given a rich reward to anyone who
found a black cat or an idol of any kind, but the only head
produced was one recognised as a religious relic.    It seems
clear that the charge of idolatry was quite without foundation.
Permission to practice homosexuality was admitted by only
a few of the witnesses.    It is not improbable, however, that